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CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDEV, SHUM. BC 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED DEATH OF DETAINEES IN BOTSWANA 

1 . SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO MARCH 3 1 ALLEGED THAT THREE 
FOREIGN DETAINEES DIED WHILE IN THE CUSTODY OF THE BDF 
MARCH 30. ACCORDING TO SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO, TWO OF THE 
DEAD WERE SOUTH AFRICAN CITIZENS WHILE THE THIRD WAS A 
UK CITIZEN. THREE WERE REPORTEDLY DETAINED IN NORTHERN 
TULI BLOCK. WHERE SOUTH AFRICA, RHODESIA AND BOTSWANA 
BORDERS CONVERGE. ONE SOUTH AFRICAN WAS RANGER ON TULI 
BLOCK GAME FARM;OTHER WAS MANAGER OF ADJOINING FARM: AND 
UK CITIZEN WAS TOURIST IN AREA, ACCORDING SABC. 

2. EMBOFF DISCUSSED SABC REPORT WITH EXTAFF PERM 
SECRETARY MPOTOKWANE WHO GAVE US PRELIMINARY AND 
INCOMPLETE GOB VERSION OF EVENTS. ACCORDING TO 
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MPOTOKWANE, THE THREE FOREIGNERS WERE APPREHENDED BY 
BDF AFTER THEY WERE ALLEGED TO HAVE HAD "CONTACTS" 

WITH ''RHODESIANS" (PRESUMABLY RSF). MPOTOKWANE HAD 
NO INFORMATION ON THE NATURE OF THESE "CONTACTS", AND 
HE COULD NOT BE SURE EXACTLY WHERE THE THREE WERE 
APPREHENDED. ACCORDING TO MPOTOKWANE, THE THREE 
DETAINEES WERE BEING TRANSPORTED TO ANOTHER LOCATION 
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(POSSIBLY FRANCISTOWN) FOR QUESTIONING WHEN THEY 
OVERPOWERED SOME OF THEIR GUARDS AND PRECIPITATED A 
SHOOTOUT IN WHICH ALL THREE DETAINEES WERE KILLED. 

BDF REPORTEDLY SUFFERED NO CASULTIES. 

3. SECRETARY TO CABINET STEENKAMP TOLD DCM THAT 
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT WILL RELEASE OFFICIAL STATEMENT 
ON THE INCIDENT MARCH 31. EMBASSY WILL TRANSMIT 
STATEMENT, PLUS PRELIMINARY COMMENT, TO DEPARTMENT 
AS SOON AS IT IS RECEIVED. 

NORLAND 
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